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Bahrain National Theatre

A Tribute to the Great Divas of the Arab world will take place in a nostalgic musical evening
at the Bahrain National Theatre, performed by some of the region’s most talented artists,
Ghada Shbeir and Mai Farouk.

From the 1920’s to the 1960’s, the Arab world became the epicenter of a creative
effervescence, where legends such as Oum Kalthoum, Leila Mourad and Fairuz emerged
and shaped the golden age of Arabic song with their enchanting voices and indomitable
personalities.

This musical performance, specially designed and conducted by Ramzi Aburedwan and Alain
Weber, revives some of the exquisite songs that transpired through movie screens and radio
sets, from Egypt to Syria, radiating to Morocco.

Direction & Conductor: Ramzi Aburedwan
Singers: Ghada Shbeir & Mai Farouk
Musical Ensemble from Palestine & the Arab World
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Program

Lamma ‘al Bab ya Habibi Mnitwadda
Lyrics: Joseph Harb

Poetry: Ibn Zaher

Music: Filmon Wehbe

Sung by: Fairuz

Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Hayrana leeh

Lyrics: Ahmed Rami
Music: Dawoud Hosny
Sung by: Leila Mourad
Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Hawwel ya Ghannam
Lyrics: Elia Al-Matni
Sung by: Seham Refki
Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Ya Laylo Al-Sabbo

Lyrics: Ali bin Abdulghani Al-Husari
Music: Traditional Andalusian

Sung by: Nour El Houdda

Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Li Habib

Lyrics: Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
Music: Wajdi Shiyya

Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Sayyedol Hawa Qamari
Lyrics: Rahbani brothers
Music: Mohammed Hassan
Sung by: Fairuz

Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Qad Ataka Ya’tithiru
Lyrics: Al-Akhtal Al-Sagheer
Music: Rahbani brothers
Sung by: Fairuz

Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Aminti Bil-Alah

Lyrics & Music: Farid Ghosn
Sung by: Lour Dakash
Vocals: Ghada Shbeir

Fi Youm Wi Leilah
Lyrics: Hussein Al-Sayyed

Music: Mohammed Abdelwahab

Sung by: Warda Al-Jazairia
Vocals: Mai Farouk

Al-Atlal

Lyrics: Ibrahim Naji
Music: Riyad Al-Sonbati
Sung by: Um Kulthoum
Vocals: Mai Farouk
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Ramzi Aburedwan

Palestinian violist, bouzouq player, composer, arranger and artistic director Ramzi Aburedwan
is the founder, composer, musical director and driving spirit of several ensembles that have

extensively toured Palestine and internationally to critical acclaim.

His musical oeuvres span and bridge the embodied pull of Palestinian folk music, the deep
emotionality of tarab, the complex harmonic and polyphonic vocabulary of Western music,
the spirituality of Sufi traditions, and the playfulness embedded in a variety of improvised
world traditions.

Born in Bethlehem in 1979, His personal journey of hardship - from a child growing up in
poverty in Al-Amari refugee camp (Ramallah, Palestine) under Israeli occupation to a chance
encounter that led to a scholarship to study music - shaped his lifelong purpose and mission
as a professional musician and artist in tandem with the development of music education and
cultural life in Palestine.
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Ghada Shbeir

Ghada Shbeir is a singer and a professor who earned a doctorate in musical sciences and
a diploma in Arabic singing from Kaslik University. She is currently a professor of oriental
singing, oriental theories and Arabic music history at her alma mater and serves as the director

of the Arab ensemble and heads the oriental music department at the university as well.

She won the Arab Song Award in Egypt, and her album Muwashshahat earned two awards
from the BBC for Best Performance and Best Song in the Middle East and North Africa as well
as Best Song worldwide.

Ghada toured a large number of countries where she performed many concerts and
participated in regional and international music conferences and programs. In addition to her
performances, she also delivered several lectures and participated in international festivals in
Europe and other countries around the world and wrote several articles and compositions on
various music-related subjects.

eolss Jeg jLuiol an)ay a8 uwgall pglell &S oi)g_»S; dalgh Je 335l eaLu.w‘g Loy Bale
Al wlylailly SOyl cluall 3alal 83Lal Tl Jaos lluwlIl Aools oo oyl cball ($
uc).w][ awdll uibyg (lgud acyjell 49,all 8ya09 3)9S3all doslall S el LAuwgall 84)lsg

Qeolall (9

oty de jls @laiga poll L) jung s ($ dupell Al 8l e juh Bale jls
Jlaiy Lol Gpill Adlaio e Asillall Aclsyll A%s oo Jac Juadly elal Juadl oy isalle
U_n.JLc Jac J_‘mlS La_yl agallell 335lallg Lyl

anl).,g olyasgs ($ allivg cadlanll o agaell cinddg uL\.LJ[ 0o agaell (§ ud ol by
Lrg)gl P dalle wlilyga (H <S)le Las 33c ailpalas cipidg dlalleg aund] C\_LQ_Lw9Q
Audwgall gunlgall ik (e wlalgally cdllaall o saell e Wiad callall Jga ._.d;lg



S9yld o
Mai Farouk

Egyptian artist Mai Farouk’s is a child prodigy who made her debut at the Cairo Opera House
when she just 8 years old.

Since starting her professional career at the age of 20, she earned numerous accolades and
awards and lent her voice to many popular television serials and programs. Her musical
collaborations include a long list of the region’s most renowned composers and toured most
of the Arab region and parts of Europe to perform live in solo concerts and represent Egypt in
music festivals and competitions.

Blessed with a powerful voice, she is equally adept in interpreting pop songs as much as
her mastery of traditional songs, allowing her to build a rich repertoire that includes songs
especially composed for her.
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The Cast

Singers

Direction
Oud
Qanoun
Flute
Violins

Cellos

Double Bass
Accordion
Percussions

Scenography

Scenographic Light Concept

Sound Engineer

Production

Ghada Shbeir

Mai Farouk

Ramzi Aburedwan
Dimitri Mikelis
Habiba Ryahi
Mohammed Khamaysa
Charlie Safieh
Nadim Makhoul
Mostafa Saad
Ghandi Saad

Omar Saad
Mohammed Alrjoob
Mostafa Fahmy
Tibah Saad

Yassir Bousselam
Naseem Alatrash
Nawras Alhajibrahim
Edwin Buger

Maan el Ghoul
Nasser Salameh
Alain Weber
Christophe Olivier
Gaél Boucault
Bruno Morain
Aurélie Chauleur
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